Canada Condemns Relentless Violence in Syria
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(No. 388 - December 22, 2011 - 12:55 p.m. ET) Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird
today issued the following statement:

“The Assad regime continues to indiscriminately slaughter Syrian civilians—even as
international observers prepare to arrive in Syria. This desperate and increasingly isolated
regime has no credibility; Assad and his backers must step down immediately.

“We call upon Assad’s remaining supporters to renounce this use of excessive violence
and send a clear message to the Assad regime that these actions will not be tolerated.

“The Syrian people have made clear calls for change. The Assad regime has flagrantly
ignored their desire for even the most basic of rights.

“We will continue to work with our international partners to bring further pressure to
bear.”

On December 15, 2011, Canada announced a voluntary evacuation of its citizens in Syria
and expedited efforts to help them leave the country as soon as possible. We continue to
urge all Canadians in Syria to leave immediately, while commercial means are still
available.
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