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My cousin, Mohannad Omar, was a Palestinian Syrian journalist who paid the 

ultimate price for speaking the truth. Arrested in 2012 at just 27, he was detained 

in Saydnaya Prison. In 2018, his family received devastating news that he had been 

executed in 2013, only a year after his arrest. 

Despite this, rumors and vague reports over the years suggested he might still be 

alive. When detainees were released from Saydnaya on Saturday and Sunday, that 

hope grew stronger. But the past days have confirmed his fate—Mohanand is 

gone. He has escaped the torture and darkness of that human slaughterhouse to a 

better, more peaceful place. 

Though he is one of many who suffered this fate, Mohanand will forever be missed 

by his parents, wife, children, siblings, and everyone who had the privilege of 

knowing him. His courage and sacrifice will never be forgotten. 
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