Treasury Sanctions Companies for Aiding the Syrian
Regime

@ home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jl2558

July 9, 2014

(Archived Content)

Action Targets a Petroleum Products Company for Supplying Materials to the
Government of Syria, and Two Cover Companies Linked to Syria’s Weapons Programs

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Department of the Treasury today took action to increase
pressure on the Syrian regime and those providing support that could aid its military
efforts. The Treasury Department designated United Arab Emirates-based Pangates
International Corporation Ltd. (Pangates) pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 13582 for
providing material support for, and goods and services to, the Government of Syria,
including SYTROL, a Syrian state oil company sanctioned by the United States. The
Treasury Department also designated Syria-based front companies Expert Partners and
Megatrade pursuant to E.O. 13382 for acting for or on behalf of the U.S.-sanctioned entity
Scientific Studies and Research Center (SSRC), Syria’s government agency responsible for
developing and producing non-conventional weapons and ballistic missiles. Both
SYTROL and SSRC have been sanctioned by the European Union.

“The Syrian government’s continued violence against its own people is abhorrent,” said
Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence David S. Cohen. “Alongside
other administration efforts, we remain committed to applying economic and financial
pressure on those providing support to the Assad regime.”

From at least 2012 to April 2014, Pangates supplied the Government of Syria, including
SYTROL, with a large amount of specialty petroleum products. Although these products
can be used for military or civilian purposes, they have limited civilian application in
Syria. In January 2012, Pangates arranged to supply the Government of Syria, including
SYTROL, with various specialty petroleum products, including automotive gear box oil,
turbine oil additives, and marine engine oil. Between January 2012 and April 2012,
Pangates supplied the Government of Syria with, among other things, 155 metric tons of
the fuel additive MMT, 3,300 metric tons of lubricant oil additives, and 1,000 kilograms
of a static dissipator additive (Stadis 450). In early 2012, Pangates participated in
providing the Government of Syria with over 4,000 metric tons of base oil (SN9oo and
SN150). In September 2013, Pangates arranged to have 272 cubic meters of the aviation
fuel (AVGAS 100LL) delivered to the Government of Syria. And in April 2014, Pangates
helped arrange for 1,000 metric tons of aviation fuel (AVGAS 100LL) to be delivered to
the Government of Syria.
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Expert Partners and Megatrade are two cover companies used by the SSRC. Expert
Partners has been used by the SSRC to procure material that could be used in Syria’s
chemical and biological warfare programs and materials intended for elements of the
SSRC involved in ballistic missile programs. The SSRC was listed in the Annex to E.O.
13382 in June 2005 for its ties to Syria’s weapons of mass destruction-proliferation
activities.

U.S. persons are generally prohibited from engaging in any transactions with the persons
identified today, and any assets of those persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction are frozen.
From the onset of unrest in Syria to date, the United States has imposed sanctions on
nearly 200 individuals and entities, including the Government of Syria, its Central Bank,
and affiliated oil companies.

Identifying Information:

Name: Pangates International Corporation Limited

Address: P.O. Box 8177, Sharjah Airport International Free Zone, Sharjah,
United Arab Emirates

Alt. Address: Office Y-47, Sharjah Airport International Free Zone, Sharjah, United
Arab Emirates

Alt. Address: P.O. Box 5797, Damascus, Syria

Website: http://www.pangates-me.com

E-mail Address: info@pangates-me.com

E-mail Address: pangates@emirates.net.ae

Name: Expert Partners

AKA: Experts Partners

Address: Rukn Addin, Saladin Street, Building 5, PO Box 7006, Damascus,
Syria

Name: Megatrade

Address: Aleppo Street, PO Box 5966, Damascus, Syria
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