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Throughout Assad's presidency, Haydar has publicly
and privately opposed Rifat. The Special Forces
commander supported the anticorruption drive in
1977 that put Rif"at on the defensive, argued against

Rif"at's recommendation of a repressive response 1o
civil disorders in 1980, and in mid-1980 joined a
small group of sentor afficers who accused Rif'at of
engineering an assassination attempt on the Presi-

dent|

ries between Haydar's troops and Rifat'’s Defense
Companies emerged as early as 1974, when a squab-
ble between units of the two forces operating near the
Lebanese border led to an exchange of fire.
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fron Hass, 1.-1:1-_|-:r4| 150 Zarwrn al-Difa' cosmandos, and 1

Belleaplars fros Comascus,
ard 100 mpewberw of the I.‘;hn MCUT 1ty Brigsls
military alrport.
prisse, 2

with 1% m‘wum‘wa,umrth-
landed at Tudmgr
Fighty men were iratrectes to move towards the
vers L& guard the hellcopters and the rest vers o resaln

on standby. The group of 80 were divided into unite of 10 and,
ance Inalde the prison, were ordered to kill the prissears in thair

wrlly and dormitories.

Sole B0 Lo 1,000 prisopsTe are reperted 18

bave Been killed. This sztratedicisl ssecutliss &f Beas priscrezs,

ment of whil, It sdess, werw thowshi to bave besn suapectsd af BERT-ARLV-REEIEN
Hlvnﬂrmww‘mlummm:m was allegwdly &n sct of ) S
ravengs for an wreuccessful attewpt op the 1ife of Preaidest hamad u.'n'_\.u.j.i.nl»o.c)-\La

the day befors.
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AfLar the sassscre the bodies were removed wnd burled in &

large common grave outalis the prisss,
WEre detalned In

e Jordanian Frise Miniater stabed om

d Tuo Syrien soldles vhe
Jordan on suspleion of attempting Lo assassinats
Jordanian televisien that

Grusasaale
Sl swing aas

thay had takem part im the sassscre and gave datails of the

“opearation®.

Aeraaty International has salbed the Syries ssthorities to
wataslish a comminsion of inquiry into thess evemis,

‘__ __ ] Rif*at was responsi-

 ble for a massacre of political prisoners at Tadmur
prison in 1980 and for the brutal crushing of the
revolt in Hamah in 198‘2] His pretensions to intellec-
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| |in the Arab-Israeli
war af 1972, Talas's attempts to deploy R{"at's
troops to the front over RiCar’s obflecrions prompred
an argument in which RiCar’s subordinares killed ane
af Talas's deputies. Throughout the pase decade. the
fwo men have continued (o exchange personal and

political abuse.|

' ] |Rif*at was responsi-

ble for a massacre of political pmon-:rs at Tadmur
prison in 1980 and for the brutal crushing of the
revolt in Hamah in 1982 His pretensions to intellec-
tual respectlability and his personal excesses—he
boasts of having 17 *legitimate” children, for exam-
ple—have often been compared unfavorably by the
Syrians with the simple lifestyle and personal recti-

tude of his brother, the President.|
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