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Emblem of Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi. Flanked by the flags of Syria and Iran, the top reads:

“Fawj Qamr Bani Hashim.” The centre consists of a flag with the inscription: “Labbayk ya
Hussein.” At the bottom is the name Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi.

The rise of ‘Syrian Hezbollah' is by now a well-established aspect of the conflict, as
multiple Syrian militias have arisen that have a clear and direct affiliation with Lebanon’s
Hezbollah, such as Quwat al-Ridha based in the Homs area. Other militias, such as Liwa
al-lmam Zain al-Abidin, whose secretary general was recently killed in fighting in Deir az-
Zor against the Islamic State, do not openly assert links with Hezbollah but at least reflect
‘Syrian Hezbollah' as a brand.
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https://www.joshualandis.com/blog/liwa-al-mukhtar-al-thiqfi-syrian-irgc-militia/
http://www.aymennjawad.org/17665/quwat-al-ridha-syrian-hezbollah
https://twitter.com/ajaltamimi/status/839242611399528450

Much more obscure, however, are Syrian militias openly claiming a direct affiliation with
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi (“The Mukhtar
Thigfi Brigade”) is one such group. The name al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi is derived from a
person by the same name, who led a revolt against the Umayyads in an attempt to
avenge the death of Imam al-Hussein, the grandson of the Prophet Muhammad killed at
the Battle of Karbala. The name Fawj Qamr Bani Hashim (“The Moon of Banu Hashim
Regiment”) featured on the militia’'s emblem is just an alternative name for the group.
One should compare with additional use of the names Kata'ib al-lmam Ali (“The Imam Ali
Battalions”) and Fawj al-Nabi al-Akram (“The Most Noble Prophet Regiment”) by the
Syrian Hezbollah group Liwa al-lmam al-Mahdi. The “Moon of Banu Hashim” refers to
Abu al-Fadl al-Abbas, the son of Imam Ali, who was the first Shi'i Imam. Abu al-Fadl al-
Abbas was also killed at the Battle of Karbala.

Besides the historical persona reference in Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi's name, it should be
noted that the leader of the group goes by the name of al-Hajj Mukhtar. As Liwa al-
Mukhtar al-Thigfi's brief self-profile states:

“Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi is a brigade affiliated with the Iranian Revolutionary Guard
[IRGC], under the leadership of al-Hajj Ali, who has the nickname of al-Hajj Mukhtar. The
brigade is located in the Latakia area. The brigade’s task is assault: special assignments.”

al-Hajj Mukhtar
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https://justpaste.it/fawjnabiakram
http://www.aymennjawad.org/19041/liwa-al-imam-al-mahdi-a-syrian-hezbollah-formation
https://justpaste.it/liwamukhtarthiqfiprofile

LA R A N AN X N X 3
l.l:.._l__il M i .1!]'1

TN WL TE W -~ LA I
fa nlianhy slhs l‘
meagn
- , n
= -

Another photo featuring al-Hajj Mukhtar.

| spoke with al-Hajj Mukhtar regarding his group. According to al-Hajj Mukhtar (who, on a
side note, mentioned that he is close to al-Hajj Waleed, who leads Liwa al-Imam al-
Mahdi), Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi was set up around a year ago. Asked about the reason
behind the formation of the group when there are already multiple militias operating on
the Latakia front, al-Hajj Mukhtar stated: “By God, a formation like any military formation
working under the command of the Syrian Arab Army.” He himself is in fact not from
Latakia but rather “another province” (which he did not name). He also confirmed the
IRGC affiliation and origin of the group’s name: “The support of the Revolutionary Guard
is necessary. The naming of Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi means in a qualitative sense the
fact that I am the leader of the brigade, and it emphasizes my admiration for the leader
al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi, the student of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) and the avenging hero
for Imam al-Hussein (peace be upon him).”

In addition, al-Hajj Mukhtar stressed that the militia’s members are only Syrians, trying to
highlight a supposed multi-sectarian composition: “Syrians from the Shi'i sect and the
Sunni and Alawite sects. Iraqis are present but not in the brigade with us.” Of course, it is
not entirely impossible that Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi has members of other sects, who
may adopt the group’s Shi'i slogans, banners and may even participate in some Shi'i
traditions without formal affiliation/conversion. Like many other militias trying to deal
with manpower problems on the regime side caused by desertion and draft avoidance
for service in the Syrian army, Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi has offered taswiyat al-wad’
(“sorting out of affairs”) for some military personnel in a bid to recruit members. As al-
Hajj Mukhtar explained: “Taswiya for military personnel only, meaning for
misdemeanours, meaning the soldier delaying over his duty hours, and the soldier
refraining from obligatory service: i.e. simple matters only.” The salary offered for
members amounts to 57,000 Syrian pounds per month, which is equivalent to slightly
more than $100 per month.
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http://www.aymennjawad.org/19151/fawj-maghawir-al-badiya-a-military-intelligence

In total, al-Hajj Mukhtar claimed that there are approximately 4500 fighters in his
formation, though such a number is likely an exaggeration. As far as ‘martyrs’ go, he
claims only 14 ‘martyrs’ in number till now. At least one of these ‘martyrs’ can be
identified using publicly available information, as per below.

ile A ) glals

Badi’ Muhammad Hasawi, said to have been from the Hama town of Morek by origin. He
was announced to have been killed fighting on the Latakia countryside front at the end
of November 2016.

Hasawi's death provides some further insight into the composition of Liwa al-Mukhtar al-
Thigfi. It seems an entire contingent of the militia originally comes from Morek. Some
more photos from those involved in the militia are provided below.
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https://justpaste.it/badimuhammadhasawi
https://justpaste.it/fawjqamarbanuhashimmorek

Members of Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi, wearing headbands with the inscription “Ya Qamr
Bani Hashim” (cf. here).
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https://justpaste.it/mukhtarthiqfivideo1

A member of Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi with 313 insignia. The number 313 has been used
in reference to this group as Fawj Qamr Bani Hashim. For the significance of 313, see this
article I wrote on Saraya al-Areen.
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https://justpaste.it/fawjqamrbanihashim
http://www.aymennjawad.org/19451/saraya-al-areen-an-alawite-militia-in-latakia

Wall graffiti: “The strike force. The martyr Hassan Kamal al-Halabi group: 313.” Hassan
Kamal al-Halabi, who was killed in a bombing in Homs in February 2016, is
commemorated by Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi.
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https://justpaste.it/hassankamalalhalabi

Member of Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi in front of a poster featuring Bashar al-Assad, Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamene'i, and Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah.

Overall, Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi is a rather small formation, but the group is an
interesting case of a Syrian militia presenting itself as directly affiliated with the IRGC,
rather than simply ‘Hezbollah in Syria’ or ‘Syrian Hezbollah'. It will be interesting to see if
other militias along these lines emerge in the future.

(Update 9 March 2017): A reader inquired as to the death of Badi’ Muhammad Hasawi
and the attribution to him of a military rank in a tweet from the time of the
announcement of his death. There is in fact no inherent contradiction between that
attribution and membership of Liwa al-Mukhtar al-Thigfi. It is rather a case-in-point of
multiple affiliations and evolution in roles over time. Primary source posts in Arabic on
social media point to Hasawi's position within the Hama military intelligence (al-amn al-
askari) and that he had led his own fighting contingents in Hama province. Such a record
would undoubtedly serve as a basis for a military command role in Liwa al-Mukhtar al-
Thigfi. For comparison, note the post from November 2016 linked to in the main article
that attributes to him a military rank- naqib- and says that he is the leader of the group’s
military operations in the Latakia countryside.
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https://twitter.com/ajaltamimi/status/839781638896771074
https://justpaste.it/badihasawiamnaskari
https://justpaste.it/fawjqamarbanuhashimmorek
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