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On 4 April 2017, more than 92 Syrian citizens, including women and children, were killed
by sarin gas during a Syrian army airstrike on Khan Sheikhoun, north-western Idlib

Governorate. The relatives of 12 of them contacted Alkarama and Human Rights
Guardians , which in turn submitted their case to Agnes Callamard , UN Special

Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (SUMEX ) and to the the
 (. Syrian Independent International Commission of Inquiry (CoI

As witnesses reported, on 4 April 2017 at 6:40 AM, after hearing a radio message
announcing an imminent military airstrike by planes coming from Shayrat Airbase in

Homs – which hosts the Syrian Air Force 50th Air Brigade – an aircraft struck about four
missiles on the town of Khan Sheikhoun. They reported having seen a plane dropping a

bomb in the northern neighbourhoods of the town without hearing any sound of
.explosion, but only seeing smoke and dust rising from the area 1/4
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.explosion, but only seeing smoke and dust rising from the area
Following the attack, people quickly ran towards the targeted area to help those injured,

but were exposed to a nerve agent and subsequently died. Others took refuge in an
underground shelter, but were killed by the gas leaking in. This is the case of

Mohammad Al Nayef, a 33-year-old painter, and his wife Safar Rahal, 27 years old;
Aladdin Al Nayef, a blacksmith aged 35, his wife Hajar Al Nayef, 27 years old, their three-

year-old daughter Doha Al Nayef and Hajar Al Nayef’s 16-year old sister Mariam Al
Nayef; Amer Al Nayef, a 37-year-old lawyer and human rights activist; 14-year old Ayoub
Rahal and his siblings Hadeel Al Saleh, 10 years old, Batoul Al Saleh, 8 years old, Ruba Al

.Saleh, 7 years old and Mohammad Al Saleh, 6 years old
While Syria denied any use of chemical weapons, witnesses accounts, victims’

symptoms as well as weapons remnants, led international NGOs to conclude sarin was
the chemical used. Victims’ biomedical samples analysed by the Organisation for the

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW ) also proved that sarin gas was the cause of
death. Moreover, the governments of the United States , France and the United

Kingdom , among others, concluded that the attack was carried out by the Syrian air
. forces

It is outrageous that the Syrian government continues to resort to chemical weapons“
against innocent civilians, despite being party to the Chemical Weapons Convention

(OPCW ) since September 2013. The deaths in Khan Sheikhoun are just the last example
of a horrifying pattern,” comments says Inès Osman , Legal Officer responsible for Syria

at Alkarama. “Killings caused by chemical weapons may amount to a war crime, and,
when used in a widespread and systematic way, to a crimes against humanity as well.

.” Severe violations of this kind cannot go unpunished
On 5 May 2017, upon their families request, Alkarama and Human Rights Guardians

submitted the deaths of these 12 victims by chemical agents in Khan Sheikhoun to the
UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (SUMEX ),

asking her to urge the Syrian authorities to put an end to any attack against civilians
and to open prompt, transparent and independent investigations into these cases and

.to prosecute and punish all those responsible
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لبق نم  يوج  فصق  يف  نيراسلا  زاغب  مهفتح  ءاسنو ، لافطأ  مهنمض  ايروس ، يقل 92  ليربأ 2017 ، يف 4 
ةماركلا تهجو  .بلدإ  ةظفاحم  برغ  يلامش  نوخيش  ناخ  ةقطنم  فدهتسا  يذلا  يروسلا  شيجلا  ناريط 

ةصاخلا ةررقملا  نم  لك  ىلإ  ىوكش  اياحضلا  نم  ددع  رسأ  نع  ةباين  ناسنلإا    قوقح  ةامح  ةمظنمو 
ةلقتسملا ةيلودلا  قيقحتلا  ةنجل  ىلإو  ًافسعت  وأ  ةزجوم  تاءارجإب  وأ  ءاضقلا  جراخ  مادعلإا  تلااحب  ةينعملا 

 . ةيروسلا ةيبرعلا  ةيروهمجلا  نأشب 
تارئاطل كيشو  يوج  فصق  نع  ارابخأ  ةعاذلإا  جاومأ  ىلع  اوعمس  ليربأ 2017  يف 4  هنأ  دوهشلا  دافأ 

ةعبرأ يلاوح  تقلطأ  ةرئاط  نأو  ءاوللا 50 ، يوأت  يتلا  صمح ، ةنيدم  برق  تاريعشلا  ةدعاق  نم  تعلقأ 
دعاصتو ةنيدملا  لامش  ىلع  ةلبنق  يمرت  ةرئاط  اودهاش  مهنأ  اودافأ  امك  .نوخيش  ناخ  ةنيدم  ىلع  خيراوص 

.راجفنلال يود  يأ  اوعمسي  نأ  نود  ناخدلا 
ترشتنا يتلا  ةماسلا  تازاغلا  نأ  لاإ  ىحرجلا  ةدعاسمل  ةبوكنملا  ةقطنملا  وحن  موجهلا  دعب  سانلا  عراس 

برست ةجيتن  مهرودب  مهفتح  اوقل  مهنكل  ضرلأا ، تحت  ئباخملا  ىلإ  مهضعب  أجل  .مهيلع  تضق  ناكملا  يف 
35، فيانلا نيدلا  ءلاع  ةنس ؛  27 لاحر ، رفس  هتجوزو  ناهد ؛ ةنس   33 فيانلا ، دمحم  ريصم  كلذ  ناك  .زاغلا  2/4



35، فيانلا نيدلا  ءلاع  ةنس ؛  27 لاحر ، رفس  هتجوزو  ناهد ؛ ةنس   33 فيانلا ، دمحم  ريصم  كلذ  ناك  .زاغلا 
رماع ةنس ؛  16 فيانلا ، ميرم  اهتلاخو  تاونس  فيانلا 3  ىحض  امهتنباو  ةنس ؛  27 رجاه ، هتجوزو  دادح ؛ ةنس 
لوتب تاونس ؛  10 حلاصلا ، ليده  هئاقشأو  ةنس   14 لاحر ، بويأ  ةنس ؛  37 يقوقح ، طشانو  يماحم  فيانلا 

.تاونس  6  ، حلاصلا دمحمو  تاونس  7 حلاصلا ، ابر  تاونس ؛ حلاصلا 8 
ىلإ ادانتسا  ةيلودلا  ةيموكحلا  ريغ  تامظنملا  تراشأ  ةيواميكلا ، ةحلسلأل  لامعتسا  يأ  ايروس  يفنت  امنيبو 

تتبثأ امك  .نيراسلا  زاغ  لامعتسا  ىلإ  ةحلسلأا  اياقبو  اياحضلا  ىلع  ترهظ  يتلا  ضارعلأاو  تاداهشلا 
نيراسلا زاغ  نأ  ةيئايميكلا  ةحلسلأا  رظح  ةمظنم  اهتصحفو  اياحضلا  نم  اهذخأ  مت  يتلا  ةيجولويبلا  تانيعلا 

ىلإ ةدحتملا  ةكلمملاو  اسنرفو  ةدحتملا  تايلاولا  اهنمض  لود  ةدع  تصلخو  .تايفولا  يف  ببسلا  وه  ناك 
.ةيروسلا ةيوجلا  تاوقلا  هب  تماق  موجهلا  نأ 

نأ يزخملا  نم   " قرشملا ةقطنم  نع  ةماركلا  ةسسؤم  يف  ةينوناقلا  ةلوؤسملا  نامصع ،  سانيإ  لوقت 
اهنوك نم  مغرلا  ىلع  ءايربلأا ، نييندملا  دض  ةيئايميكلا  ةحلسلأا  لامعتسا  يف  ةيروسلا  ةموكحلا  رمتست 
تسيل نوخيش  ناخ  يف  تايفولا  ربمتبس 2013 . لوليأ /  ذنم  ةيئايميكلا  ةحلسلأا  رظح  ةيقافتا  يف  افرط 

ةحلسلأا اهببست  يتلا  لتقلا  مئارج  نإ   " فيضتو .ةبعرملا  ةيطمنلا  تاكاهتنلاا  نع  رخآ  لااثم  ىوس 
ةريطخلا لا تاكاهتنلاا  نم  عونلا  اذه  .ةيناسنلإا  دض  ةميرجو  برح  ةميرج  ىلإ  ىقرت  نأ  نكمي  ةيئايميكلا 

" باقع نود  ىقبي  نا  نكمي 
، نيروكذملا اياحضلا  رسأ  نع  ةباين  ناسنلإا ، قوقح  ةامح  ةمظنمو  ةماركلا  تمدق  ويام 2017 ، يف 5 
ةسمتلم ًافسعت  وأ  ةزجوم  تاءارجإب  وأ  ءاضقلا  جراخ  مادعلإا  تلااحب  ةينعملا  ةصاخلا  ةررقملا  ىلإ  ىوكش 
هذه يف  فافشو  يروف  قيقحت  حتفو  نييندملا ، ىلع  اهتامجه  فقو  ىلإ  ةيروسلا  تاطلسلا  ةوعد  اهنم 

". مهتبقاعمو ةلادعلل  نيلوؤسملا  ميدقتو  تلااحلا 
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and his siblings Hadeel Al Saleh, 10 years old, Batoul Al Saleh, 8 years old, Ruba Al Saleh,
.7 years old and Mohammad Al Saleh, 6 years old

4/4


	Syria: Extrajudicial Killing of Families Due to Sarin Gas in Khan Sheikhoun in April 2017

