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EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 22 October 2012
A 467/12

Statement by High Representative Catherine Ashton

following her visit to the Zaatary refugee camp in Jordan

Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice
President of the Commission, made the following statement today, following her visit to the Zaatary

refugee camp in Jordan :

“I visited the Zaatary refugee camp today to express the EU's concern for the thousands of people
who have had to flee their homes to escape from the horrendous situation in Syria.

I was able to meet courageous men, women and children who are living in difficult conditions and
pass on to them a message of support from the European Union.

1 also passed on our thanks for the superb work being done by the French and Italian field hospitals
in the camp, and the tireless work of the international and local humanitarian agencies.

The EU is ready to help with both humanitarian assistance and long term assistance to those
affected by the fighting in Syria. It is a priority of mine to see to it that Syrian refugee children can
continue with their schooling.

I am also fully aware of the difficult situation in Jordan following the influx of Syrian refugees, and
I pay tribute to the vital role the Jordanian government has played in providing support and
hospitality to them."

For more info on the EU support:
http://europa.euw/rapid/press-release MEMQO-12-747 en.htm?locale=en
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