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Media Bureau

Press Release

The Final Statement of the First Syrian National Council General Assembly Meeting

The Syrian National Council (SNC) held its first plenary meeting and conference in Tunis in December
17-18,2011. The participants paid tribute to the Syrian people’s patience and the heroes who continue
to demonstrate peacefully for dignity and freedom. The regime’s tactics, including the darkest of
scenarios, to drag the nation into a civil war, have failed.

The council also called upon members of the Army and concerned citizens, who have yet to join the
Revolution, to get involved in this cause.

The SNC discussed key issues, including its own responsibilities, and concluded with the following
outcomes:

At the Organizational Level:

The conference discussed and approved the Political Program of the SNC and the bylaws and
regulations governing the ongoing relationships among its various institutions. The conference also
restructured the SNC offices to promote the active participation of all political entities, including the
driving forces of the Revolution and the independent national figures that have joined the SNC. The
role of women in the SNC was also emphasized.

The SNC vowed to continue all efforts to promote national unity, and to expand national efforts to
guarantee the success of the Revolution and provide a means to achieve its humanitarian objectives,
including freedom and dignity.

At the Domestic Level:

The SNC renewed its commitment to the Syrian people and to the achievement of their goals. This
includes the primary objectives of the Revolution:

First, the ouster of the regime and its figures, along with all of its symbols and pillars.

Second, the establishment of a new Syria as a democratic, pluralistic, civil state, where all citizens —
men and women — are treated equally under the rule of law.

The SNC reaffirmed its commitment to recognize the Kurdish national identity under the constitution.
The Kurdish cause is an important part of a national issue of concern to the country as a whole. Within
the framework of unity in Syria, the SNC will resolve the injustices toward the Kurdish people by
recognizing their national rights and compensating those affected.

The SNC stressed its commitment to recognizing the national identity of the Assyrian Syrians under
the constitution, and called for a solution to this issue within the framework of national unity.

The SNC emphasized its rejection of any discrimination against any components of Syrian society,
regardless of religious sect or ethnicity (including Arabs, Kurds, Turkmen, Assyrian, Syriacs, and
others), in the context of national citizenship.



The SNC pledged to make every effort to meet the demands of the Syrian people, including relief
requirements in disaster areas, as they continue their peaceful Revolution and successful civil
disobedience such as the Strike for Dignity.

The SNC and its institutions call on the Arab League, the United Nations, and the international
community to take urgent action with regard to the protection of Syrian civilians and activists by
creating safe havens and protected zones.

The SNC pledged to support the Free Syrian Army, recognizing its honorable role in protecting the
peaceful Revolution of our people.

The SNC emphasized its commitment at all levels — media, economic, political, and diplomatic — to
stifling the regime until its ouster.

The SNC reaffirmed its vision of the transitional period and the general principles for the new Syria,
which seek to realize a general consensus. The SNC called on all Syrians to unite in confronting injustice
and tyranny and to join the Revolution in crafting the future of Syria.

At the International Level:

The SNC emphasized its concerns with regard to cooperation with the members of the Arab League,
the international community, and other international organizations to achieve the objectives and
wishes of the Syrian Revolution. The SNC warned that the regime continues to disregard and
circumvent the initiatives and sanctions imposed upon it. The SNC also stressed that the regime must
not be granted any additional deadlines or chances.

Moreover, the SNC urged that all countries and citizens bear a moral and humanitarian responsibility
toward the Syrian people, who are facing the worst of crimes against humanity. The SNC emphasized
thatitis in the best interest of foreign countries to stand with the Syrian people and not with a faltering
regime.

The SNC stressed that the new Syria will restore national sovereignty to the occupied Golan Heights
and support the complete and legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. This will lead to true stability
in the region, as opposed to the repressive regime that threatens the stability and unity of the state,
and prompts international intervention in Syria’s internal issues. The regime alone bears responsibility
for the events in the country.

We salute the fallen heroes who have given their precious lives for freedom.
We salute the Syrian mothers who grieve for the bloodshed of the innocent children of freedom.

We salute the men, women, and children who hold steadfast until their victory against tyranny and
freedom from oppression and persecution.

We salute the Free Syrian Army, and all the soldiers and officers who refuse to kill their own people,
children, and country.

We salute the Tunisian Republic and its president, government, and people, who supported our first
conference on the first anniversary of their own revolution.

We salute all the people and governments that have stood in solidarity with the Syrian people in our
Revolution for freedom.

And we salute, one thousand times, our people, who advance, confidently and steadfastly, toward a
bright future, God willing.

December 19, 2011
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For more information or commentary, please contact Ausama Monajed, member of the Syrian National Council.
Email: amonajed@gmail.com



