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The materiality of a word cannot be translated or carried over into another language. Materiality
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is precisely that which translation relinquishes. To relinquish materiality: such is the driving force of
translation. And when that materiality is reinstated, translation becomes poetry. In this sense, since the

materiality of the signifier constitutes the idiom of every dream scene, dreams are untranslatable.
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as though I’ll clasp you like this 108 oo ‘:;QTS
and carry you to my mouth cqo.é L)\ JJ.LQ-T)
but -,SJ
suddenly BL,;%
My feet touch your feet and my mouth your lips . ELuid el gq.é) W ERSWN T{VEL
you have grown e .S 4l
your shoulders rise like two hills qu:S '*JS gHRY
your breasts wander over my breast ¢ g ;dwo 3 35 OY y2es IS
my arm scarcely manages to encircle the thin &l 5 oo C.b:w.: s$IL go\,s
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Pequefa
rosa,
rosa pequenfa,
a veces,
diminuta y desnuda,
parece
que en una mano mia
cabes,
que asi voy a cerrarte
y llevarte a mi boca,
pero
de pronto
mis pies tocan tus pies y mi boca tus labios:
has crecido,
suben tus hombros como dos colinas,
tus pechos se pasean por mi pecho,

mi brazo alcanza apenas a rodear la delgada
linea de luna nueva que tiene tu cintura:
en el amor como agua de mar te has destado:
mido apenas los ojos mas extensos del cielo

y me inclino a tu boca para besar la tierra.

(Neruda 1972: 2-3)
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parece
que en una mano mia
cabes,
que asi voy a cerrarte
y llevarte a mi boca,
L JSm e 5 oS Al
it seems o
that you fit .35 L)
in one of my hands «_gz>1, (4>
that | am going to clasp you like this |i<a :ML u-"
and lift you to my mouth .o J| sl
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itseems 5o
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Galoppa, fuggi, galoppa, superstite fantasia. Avido di sterminarti, il mondo civile ti incalza alle calcag-
na, mai piu ti dara pace.
(Buzzati 1971: 12)

Hurry, fly away, superstitious fantasies. The civil world, eager to exterminate you, follows in hot pur-

suit. It will never let you rest.
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