Foreign Minister Westerwelle expects Russia to deliver
a clear message to Damascus
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Foreign Minister Westerwelle issued the following statement in Berlin today during a
joint press conference with Belgian Foreign Minister Didier Reynders:

“Russia shoulders a great responsibility, especially now during the Russian Foreign
Minister’s visit to Syria. We expect Russia to convey a clear message to the Assad regime.
That means we expect Russia to spell out in no uncertain terms that the violence and
repression must be stopped.

For our part, we will further increase the political pressure on Syria. That will entail a new
round of sanctions and we also want to establish a contact group for the friends of a
democratic Syria. We will help in a variety of ways to support those people in Syria
currently suffering as a result of this violence.”
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