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EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 18 June 2012
A 278/12

Statement by the spokesperson of the High Representative Catherine

Ashton on the current situation in Syria

The spokesperson of Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy and Vice President of the Commission, issued the following statement

today:

"High Representative Catherine Ashton is gravely concerned by the escalating violence in Syria.
The deterioration of the security situation has led to the UN Supervision Mission (UNSMIS) to
temporarily cease its operations and stay in their current locations.

It is the primary responsibility of the Syrian government to protect its citizens as well as the
international mission, and to end the spiral of violence. The High Representative strongly condemns
its failure to do so.

The EU calls on all parties, including the armed opposition, to cease all violence with immediate
effect and allow for immediate and unhindered access to humanitarian aid. The EU also supports
General Mood's call to allow the evacuation of women, children, elderly and injured from conflict
zones, including the besieged city of Homs.

There is now an urgent need for united action by the international community. The High
Representative calls on all members of the UN Security Council to unite and increase the
international pressure to reinforce the plan of Kofi Annan and to allow for a political process to
begin."”
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