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Statement to the UN Regarding the Constitutional Committee
Releasing detainees and revealing the fate of missing persons should be the utmost
priority of the Constitutional Committee

The Constitutional Committee held its first session by late October among celebrations
by the international community and anticipation among Syrians. In the meanwhile, the
Syrian Government continues to detain Syrians and refuses to reveal the fate and
whereabouts of tens of thousands held in captivity. Moreover, the Syrian government
continues to hold mock trials lacking the minimal standards of justice without even
committing to the measures and regulations outlined in the current Syrian law and
.constitution

The UN Special Envoy to Syria have failed to ensure the release of any detainee as
outlined in the UN resolution 2254 (2015) which clearly calls for the release of any
.arbitrarily detained persons, particularly women and children

We, the undersigned Syrian victims’ associations and organizations, call upon the UN to
ensure the implementation of the confidence-building measures outlined in the UN
Resolution 2254 (2015). We call upon the UN to explicitly declare that releasing detainees
and revealing of the fate of missing persons remain to be its absolute priority and the
priority of its special envoy for Syria Mr. Geir Pederson. We call upon them to ensure that
before commencing in constitutional discussions which we only see as a delay
.mechanism while our children remain in prisons and secret detention centers

We call upon the UN, in the name of victims and their families, to pressure the Syrian
Government into granting immediate access to independent international investigation
committees to prisons and detention centers in Syria. The UN must also guarantee
transparent and public legal proceedings to all detainees regardless of the allegations
.made against them

As we, the undersigned Syrian victims' associations and organizations, have lost faith in
political parties contributing to the Constitutional Committee. We call upon the UN
Special Envoy to Syria to adhere to our rights and to apply all necessary measures to
champion our demands in releasing detainees and revealing the fate of missing persons
before proceeding with constitutional clauses discussion. We also hold civil society
members accountable for the consequences of compromising the rights of victims if the
.demands of families and victims' associations were overlooked
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:Signatory Organizations

Association of Detainees & The Missing in Sednaya Prison
Caesar Families Association

Families for Freedom
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