UNRWA successfully delivers aid to Yarmouk
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UNRWA successfully delivers aid to Yarmouk
30 January, 2014

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) today
distributed food parcels, bread and milk for infants to 1,026 Palestine refugee families
inside Yarmouk. The distribution was halted at around 16:00 hrs due to the sound of
gunfire in the immediate vicinity.

UNRWA appreciates that the support of the Government of Syria in authorizing and
facilitating this accelerated distribution process. The Agency recognizes the efforts and
cooperation of GAPAR, its state counterpart, of the PLO and Palestinian leadership and
the Palestinian charities that supported the distribution today.

UNRWA is encouraged that an increased number of Palestinian civilians have received
humanitarian assistance today in Yarmouk. This distribution demonstrates beyond doubt
that the extraordinary suffering in Yarmouk and other closed areas of Syria can be
addressed if all parties to the conflict fulfill their obligations to protect civilians.

If the support of the authorities is maintained, UNRWA stands ready to immediately
provide food for the entire Palestinian civilian population of Yarmouk, estimated at
18,000 people. As each food parcel contains food for an average family for only ten days,
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it is imperative that continuous access to Yarmouk is authorized and supported, so that
UNRWA can alleviate the deep and prolonged suffering caused by lack of food in
Yarmouk.

The large crowds of desperate people waiting to receive food parcels today attests to the
massive needs that have yet to be met. UNRWA has received assurances that Syrian
authorities will continue to facilitate and support the delivery of assistance inside
Yarmouk. Given today’s events, UNRWA trusts that these assurances will continue to be
translated into practical support not only for food distribution, but also for sustained,
substantial, humanitarian access to Yarmouk and its civilian residents.

Background Information:

UNRWA is confronted with an increased demand for services resulting from a growth in
the number of registered Palestine refugees, the extent of their vulnerability and their
deepening poverty. UNRWA is funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions and
financial support has been outpaced by the growth in needs. As a result, the UNRWA
programme budget, which supports the delivery of core essential services, operates with a
large shortfall. UNRWA encourages all Member States to work collectively to exert all
possible efforts to fully fund the Agency’s programme budget. UNRWA emergency
programmes and key projects, also operating with large shortfalls, are funded through
separate funding portals. UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General
Assembly in 1949 and mandated to provide assistance and protection to some 5.4 million

Palestine refugees registered with UNRWA across its five fields of operation. Its mission is

to help Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank, including East
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip achieve their full human development potential, pending a
just and lasting solution to their plight. UNRWA services encompass education, health
care, relief and social services, camp infrastructure and improvement, protection and
microfinance.
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