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SACD \ Statement

14 March 2019

Statement regarding the heinous bombing of civilians in Idlib by the Russian and Assad
regime forces

For the last few weeks, Russia in full coordination with Assad regime’s forces, has been
carrying out a vicious air campaign against civilian targets in the province of Idlib,
northwest of Syria, that resulted in hundreds of casualties amongst civilians including w

omen and children.

It also resulted in the displacement of more than sixty thousand civilians since the
beginning of the campaign. Some of those civilians have already been displaced from
their original areas and sought refuge in Idlib away from Assad regime’s killing and
persecution.

In the last few days Russia intensified the airstrikes which caused higher rate of civilian
casualties and further destruction of vital infrastructure in an area that is already
suffering from precarious living conditions. Russia is also imposing a siege on the Rukban
IDP camp in southeast Syria in an effort to force the civilians residents of this camp to
surrender to the Assad regime and place themselves under the mercy of his notorious
security forces.

The Syrian Association for Citizen Dignity (SACD) condemns these actions and consider
them to be war crimes that should be investigated. The Assad regime, with Russia’s full
military support and diplomatic cover, have used widespread airstrike campaigns, sieges
and chemical weapons in order to create further refugee flows and achieve through
demographic engineering the new “homogeneous society” based on complete loyalty to
the regime, as explicitly stated by Assad himself.

Crimes like those being committed in Idlib and Rukban Camp are the reasons why
roughly two thirds of Syria’s population is displaced and why a voluntary, safe and
dignifying return is impossible at this moment in time.

The inaction of the international community in the face of such atrocities, coupled with
an overwhelming sense of pain, loss and grievance amongst the civilian displaced
population, will only result in the emerge of more extremism, and is providing extremist
groups with enough ammunition in their narrative to recruit young people into their
ranks.

This trend will have catastrophic consequences for Syrian society in the long-run, and will
have reverberations across the region and beyond.

An SACD delegation conveyed the aforementioned concerns to European policy makers
at the Brussels Conference lll, and reiterated the requirement for a comprehensive
political solution that includes a credible political transition before reconstruction in Syria
can begin.
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